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I am immensely delighted to learn that the students and staff of
Loyola College of Social Sciences have worked hard in the time of
COVID-19 to showcase their innovative, creative, literary and artis-
tic expressions in the form of a College Magazine.

The new situation of COVID-19 is compelling human beings to adept new ways of ex-
istence in the world. It gives ample opportunity for human beings to fight against the
basic human evils of individualism, consumerism and sectarianism. The vast majority
of the population is affected as they lost their livelihood by losing their jobs, profession
and careers. In this context all those who have the sense of social responsibility are
urged to come out of their comfort zones and respond to this scenario proactively.

College Magazine is a broad canvas to paint life and live expressions of the students.
Our students are eager to publish their annual College Magazine in spite of all the lim-
itations and difficulties posed by the present situation. The memories of the past year
coupled with narrations of their own experiences and literary works will make this

magazine enriching and fascinating.
Geifl Wishes
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Greetings to everyone,

I am indeed very happy to see that Loyola Students Union is

bringing out the College Magazine 2020, in spite of all the constraining disturbances
caused by Covid-19 in all walks of our lives. This year, we could not even have a college day
celebration, which is always a cherished occasion for any students union. The fact that the
magazine committee took the extra pain to coordinate the activities to bring out this maga-
zine in the middle of all such uncertainties, would indeed be a matter of pride and
satistaction. Loyola is really feeling very happy for you all and I take this opportunity to place
on record my sincere appreciation to the entire committee led by Ms. Kesiyamol Mathew as
the Student Editor and Dr Sunil Kumar as the Magazine Staft Advisor. I am sure that this
Magazine would bear the stamp of this Union. Creations like this would always be remem-
bered and even could help us to carry forward the memories of the ways and means by which
your generation marched ahead in these days of pandemic. I wish that this Magazine turns

out to be a symbaol of our unity over the days of physical distancing.

Geil " Wishes
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. Dr Sabu P Thomas
Vice Principal

| ‘ / Our world is going through an unprecedented

® peculiar situation now due to the COVID-19

pandemic. It affects everyone irrespective of
geographic or linguistic differences. Naturally the higher education scenario also is
affected and the education sector is adapting to the new situation by conducting

online classes and webinars. The students unions also are adopting technology aided
measures to coordinate the activities of students.

I am happy that the students union of Loyola College under the able leadership of
Mr. Jithin Rodrigues is bringing students together through various technology aided
means. The College Magzine Editor Ms.Kesiyamol did a marvelous job in this regard
by becoming a facilitator for the creative expressions of students through this
magazine.,

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate this college union particulary, the mag-
azine editor Kesiyamol and team for bringing out this issue of the college magazine.
Special thanks to the staff advisors Dr. Sunil Kumar and Fr. Saji.
May God bless us all.

Sl Wishes




raniy i \8ht | Dr Sunil Kumar P
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Loyola family proudly presents the result of their solidarity,
“Hakuna-matata’; the college annual 2019-20. I feel privileged to be part
of this endeavour. This magazine is part of the history of Loyola and de-
picts Loyola ot 2020 creatively and interestingly, without losing the essence
of the 'Loyola family' spirit.

Rabindranath Tagore once said: “The highest education is that which does
not merely give us information but makes our life in harmony with all exis-
tence’. This magazine is a platform through which Loyola showcases its
multifarious engagements and campus life experiences, reflecting the way
education has been taking place here. 'Education’ at Loyola is not mere dis-
semination of information but the holistic development of students that re-
sults in a transformation through interactions with individuals, communi-
ties, and nature at large.

I would like to thank the magazine student editor, Ms. Kesiyamol Mathew
for her concerted effort to bring out the magazine, our principal Dr. Saji P.
Jacob for his encouragement and sincere approach and Fr. Saji J. S.]. for the
moral and financial support extended to the accomplishment of this publi-
cation amid the barriers posed by the pandemic ‘Covid-19. I wholeheart-
edly thank all the magazine committee members for their suggestions and
involvement at various levels for materializing this publication.

Though we were physically apart due to the lockdown, we experienced the
strength of Loyola and were able to coordinate the work through an online
platform. I would like to thank all those who supported us by providing
ads’ even during this time of the pandemic. I once again thank all those in-
volved in the publication of this magazine for making it innovative, and
hope that the pages that follow will be interesting and will give a good
reading experience.
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The academic year that began with a recurring
episode of flood and landslides, during July-August
2019 has come to an abrupt end in early March 2020,
due to COVID 19 lockdown. During this year Loyola
had a very personal and irreplaceable loss too. Prof. T
S N Pillai, one of the veteran teachers of Loyola, and
the face of Loyola in the Kerala’s intellectual and
social spheres for a long time, left us for his heavenly
abode in these days of lockdown. I place on record
our deep sense of sorrow and bow my head as a mark
of respect towards him. Loyola had a special place in
his heart and let us also keep his fond memories in
everything we do for Loyola.

Highlights of the Year

As a norm, we start every academic year with a
prayer service followed by a gathering. During this
year, the service was led by our Manager, Fr Sunny
Kunnappallil SJ and attended by everyone in the
community.

Fr. M K George SJ, former Principal of our college
and former Provincial of the Society of Jesus (Kerala
Province), was appointed as the New Regional
Assistant for South Asia to the Superior General of

the Society of Jesus, in Rome.The Alumni
Association organized a felicitation meeting on 14"
June, 2020. The event also witnessed the reunion of
many of our retired teachers and members of Alumni
atthe college.

Asusual the Street Theatre Workshop was conducted
for all the first year students. This year too, the
workshop was led by Sr. Claire and Mr Siva. The
workshop was indeed an opportunity for self-
examination and reflection for all the participants.
The students were deeply touched by the training
sessions.

College Union Elections were conducted as per the
directions of the University. The process was
facilitated by the Returning Officer Dr. Angelo P.
Mathew. The Union Inauguration also followed soon
and the College Manager Fr. Sunny Kunnappallil SJ,
inaugurated the event quite auspiciously. The
College Day was celebrated in a very colourful and
joyous manner. Chief Guest of the day was Sri. Jacob
Punnoos IPS, former DGP of Kerala.

Onam was celebrated in the usual festive manner on
5" September, 2019. The cultural event Upperi 2019
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and various competitions were organized. Last but
not the least, the Onasadhya was the most delicious
ofall.

One of the prominent personalities who visited
Loyola this year was Dr. Murali Thummarukudi
from the United Nations. The students and faculty
members of Loyola had a productive time,
interacting with him.

During this academic year the college had several
staff development programmes, organized in tune
with the introduction of Outcome Based Education
(OBE) system in Loyola. The first in this list is a one-
day interactive session led by Dr. Sheffik and Dr.
Manulal, both from the Kerala State Higher
Education Council. The second one was organized in
the month of November with Dr. Eon from South
Korea, who is presently a faculty with the Christ
(Deemed to be) University, Bangalore. Half day
interaction with Mr. Sajeev Mohan from CET on the
procedure for Academic Audit and the
implementation of OBE was both very informative
and practical oriented. The final one was in February.
This time the guest speaker was from the Zakir
Hussain Centre for Education, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.

This year the college in collaboration with the
Alumni Association organized the first ever Fr. Jose
Murickan Memorial Lecture as a sign of respect to
Fr. Murickan, who had served the college in very

many capacities before finally retiring as the
Principal of the college. Mrs. Geetha Paul, was the
guest speaker.

Golden Jubilee Memorial Lecture 2020 was
delivered by the veteran parliamentarian and the
General Secretary of Communist Party of India
(Marxist) Mr. Sitaram Yechury. He addressed the
gathering, which comprised a large number of media
representatives and the public on the theme “The
Challenges of Indian Democracy.” His address
provided a platform for an active interaction with the
media. It was covered extensively in both the
regional and national dailies and visual media on the
following day.

Department of Sociology

During this academic year, the department
introduced a number of invited speakers. The list
includes experts from various fields, and the
prominent ones are Dr. Janaki Abraham, Professor at
Delhi School of Economics, Dr. Murali
Thummarukudi from the United Nations, Prof.
Johan Garde, from  Ersta Skondal Bracke
University College, Sweden, Dr. R. Sooryamoorthy,
University of KwaZulu-Natal of South Africa , Dr.
Suresh Babu, Zakir Hussain Centre for Educational
Studies, JNU and Dr. Sumesh S S Tezpur Central
University
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Student Achievements

Jima Rose of II MA Sociology won the Prof Jose
Murickan award for the best paper presented in the
AKASC. Jithu Johncy and Aiswarya Subair won the
first prize in the intercollegiate quiz competition
organized by KSS in the 46" annual conference. Ms.
Arunima and Ms Reshma bagged University First
rank and Third rank respectively. Ms. Femi Ann
Mathew (MA Sociology) and Ms. Ligin (Research
Scholar) of the department Cleared UGC JRF. Ms.
Arunima and Ms. Niranjana from the current batches
and Ms. Anju of the 2017 batch cleared UGC NET.
Ms. Arunima S won Prof. Murali Nair Scholarship
for the year 2019.There have been two Ph D thesis
submissions —Ms Krishna S. and Mr Prasad R under
the guidance of Dr Saji P Jacob.

Department of Social Work

Loyola Social Work started off the year on a regular
note with three batches ongoing in June. The Batch
of 2019 graduated in August. For strategic reasons
the focus was on the new arrivals and the same seems
to have paid off in terms of the turnout during the
field presentations we witnessed on 12th and 15th
June 2020. We had as usual regular administrative
engagements in MSW Boards and BSW Evaluation.
The year was also rich for the various social work
conferences and workshops. All went at the usual
tempo until COVID-19 struck. Field practice world
over was stopped on ‘safety’ and ‘ethical’ grounds.
Loyola Social Work responded to distress calls from
various Psychosocial Rehabilitation Centres to
support and compensate for staff shortage. The
social work trainees engaged creatively in various
communities supporting community kitchens with

logistics and even fundraising, undertaking nature
treks, online art courses, and even library projects.
The student trainees were also winners at four
national level social work conferences and
meets—Samanwaya at BCM Kottayam; Agneya at
Parumala College; Zohar at Don Bosco, Wyanad;
and Berch Umanitario at S.B. College,
Changanacherry.

PhD

There have been two PhD thesis submissions by
Sojin P.V., Sangeetha A Nair. Sr. Sunitha R. and
Arya Gopinath joined as research scholars in the
department during this year.

Department of Human Resource Management

The academic year 2019-20 was eventful for the
department of personnel management. The
department works in close collaboration with
professional bodies like Yi Yuvaand NIPM through
their student Chapters in the college. Our students
have got a good placement record in the current
academic year in reputed organisations.

HR Interactions

There were many interactions with the practitioners
and academicians in the field of HR in the past
academic year. The major HR practitioners who
interacted with the students included Mr.Abhinand,
Manager HR, KPMG, Mr.Arun Jose, Sr.Talent
Acquisition Specialist, Pathway, Canada and Fr.
Cleetus (Director, Jubilee Hospital).

Students Achievements

The last academic year has been a time of
achievement for the students of the department. The
MAHRM students could actively participate in
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many events outside the college. They bagged prizes
for various events like Business Plan, Marketing
Game, HR Game and quiz competitions in
management fests organised by reputed Business
Schools in Kerala. Some of the major student
achievements during the last year are given below.
Merin Jacob, IV semester MA HRM, is offered with
the Officer Trainee position at Vedanta Group with a
CTC of 7.95 Lakhs per annum through a campus
placement drive. Four of our IV Semester students
namely Nikita Eugine, Nanma Manoj, Aditya, and
Ashna Raju gotplacementin EY.

PhD

Ms. Susha B. has been awarded Ph D. in
Management Studies under the guidance of
Dr.Anitha S from the University of Kerala. Ms.
Elizabeth Jacob, Ms. Devi Mohan, Mr. Aby Tellas,
Mr. Ansar, Ms. Nitya R. and Mr. Ranjith Thomas
have successfully completed their doctoral research
work and submitted the theses to the University of
Kerala. Rasmy Kiran has presented a paper titled,
"Role of Emotional Intelligence in Fostering Youth
for Sustainable Employment," in a National Seminar
on Political Marketing -Prospects and Trends held at
Baselios College, Kottayam.

LAMPS-The Students Association of HRM

LAMPS, Loyola Association of Management
Professionals and Students, is a platform for
professional grooming of HRM students. They
organized many programmes during the year.

LaTarang 2020

* The highlight of the year was an inter-collegiate
management meet, organized consecutively for the
second time. The inter-collegiate fest named La-
Tarang was held on 28" Februay 2020 and it had
competitions on nine events. There was good
participation from of Business Schools as well as
Arts and Science colleges in Kerala. The overall
championship was bagged by University College,
Trivandrum. A talent hunt organized as part of the
fest was a unique event of the La Tarang 2020.

Publications: Book: Dr. Prakash Pillai R, co-
authored a book entitled Green Banking Practices
and its Impact published by Buuks. He has co-
authored another book entitled Institute-Industry
Interaction and Its Influence on Skill Development
published by Walnut Publications.

Research Papers: Dr. Prakash published three
research papers. Dr. Anitha had four research papers
to her credit during the academic year. Aby Tellas and
Ms. Anupama published one paper each. Paper
Presentation: Dr. Anitha S and Ms. Anupama
presented one paper each during this period.

Training Programmes Offered: Dr. Angelo Mathew
handled two training sessions for practising
managers while Aby Tellas offered two sessions for
managerial cadre employees.

National Seminar: A seminar titled Changing Labour
Laws: Impact on Women Workforce, with the
support of the National Commission for Women,
New Delhi was conducted on 14" January 2020. The
programme benefited the participants representing
the academia, industry, and advocacy groups.

Department of Counselling Psychology Report

The Department of Counselling Psychology with a
motto of engaged learning in caring and healing is
evolving as a training ground for proficient
counselling psychologists. The course helps students
to prepare and train themselves to fulfil the needs of
mental health care seekers at individual, family,
group, organization and community levels. The
department takes initiatives in conditioning
professional values to students undergoing the
course of MSc Counselling Psychology in Loyola
such as integrity, empathy, respect, leadership and
professionalism etc. Students are given enormous
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opportunities to augment their development towards
a career in psychology and to shape the prospect of
the discipline.

The students’ association of the department, Loyola
Association of Counselling Psychology Students
(LACS) is a platform for students to build up
leadership skills, to develop broad network by
collaborating with various knowledge domains
(education, medical, health, community etc.).The
association came into being on 19/8/2019 with the
vision of providing opportunities for students to
interact with the community by confidently
contributing their best to achieve positive changes. It
aspires to achieve the highest quality postgraduate
training experience for the next generation of expert
practitioners and visionary leaders in psychology.

As a part of mental health week celebrations during
the month of October , (LAC S) took initiatives in
conducting  Flash mob, Mental health week
awareness class by Dr Satheesh Nair, College expo
and theme presentation, walkathon, and
competitions. An awareness programme was
conducted at Loyola School on 17" October. On
October 30th an interaction with Dr George Mathew
was conducted as part of department level faculty
development programme. Dr Mathew highlighted
the significance of changing the current practices in
education and research. The meeting with
Padmasree Lekshmikutty Amma on 15/11/2019 at
Kallar was productive enough to understand the
relationship between nature and mental health care.
It was a motivation for students to be with nature and
to understand the traditional practices in curing
psychopathological ailments.

The current academic year saw new practices in the
department. The initiation of a journal club helps the
students to get familiarized with new research
developments in the field as well as gives
competence in preparing research reports.

NSS-2019-2020

The NSS Unit of our college is celebrating its 50"
year along with the 50" year of establishment of NSS
at the national level. Loyola College was the first
college in Kerala to be appointed as the Technical
Training and Orientation Centre by the Government
of India in 1971. During this academic year, the

regular activities started with World Environmental
Day celebrations. Dr. Christopher, Associate Prof.,
School of Environment Sciences, MG university
was the guest speaker. The unit celebrated the
International day of Yoga along with volunteers and
teachers of the college. This year also the volunteers
were involved in the mission of Kerala flood relief
activities. Volunteers procured relief materials for
the flood affected in kind worth Rs.55,000. The relief
materials procured were sent to Wayanad flood
affected areas through KSRTC. A few of our
volunteers also visited the place and rendered service
in the flood affected areas of Wayanad. On 24"
September the 50" year of the inception of NSS was
celebrated. The day was made memorable by
honouring two of our volunteers, Ms. Jima Rose
(MA Sociology) and Ms. Anna George (MSW) who
have made a notable contribution to the society. To
commemorate the 50" year, our volunteers also
started a campaign named ‘Plastic Free Loyola
Road” and as part of this the volunteers visited
various shops and houses in our neighbourhood to
give awareness and distributed pamphlets on the
Do’s and Don’ts of Green Protocol. On October 2,
Gandhi Jayanthi Day, the NSS unit organized a
Shramadhan at Janamaithri Police Station,
Sreekaryam. Vigilance awareness week was
celebrated in the college. On 7" January 2020
Student Palliative unit was inaugurated in the
college. Starting of palliative clubs in all the NSS
Units under University of Kerala is one of the
flagship programmes of University of Kerala started
in collaboration with Pallium India and the Dept of
Student Services, University of Kerala. The NSS
unit contributed an amount of Rs. One lakh towards
the kidney transplant surgery of one of our research
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scholars at Loyola Research Centre. This year the
NSS special camp was organised at Vizhinjam from
2nd February to 8th February 2020.

LOYOLA EXTENSION SERVICES,
SREEKARIYAM, TRIVANDRUM

LES is a multi-dimensional extension and outreach
Centre equipped to train and guide college students,
teachers, professionals, NGO and GO personnel and
community leaders. LES functions as a social lab or
field laboratory where the classroom concepts and
theories of Social Sciences are field-tested, adapted
and applied. LES has designed and conducted a
unique programme called Manthra for teachers,
counsellors and child rights activists. Inspire Camp
and MAD training were distinctive and boarderless
programmes where LES collaborated in life
changing trainings for the children of orphanages
and children’s homes in Trivandrum. Childline has
been spearheading many initiatives of LES this year.

Loyola Family Counselling Centre (LFCC)
registered 973 new cases and conducted 70
awareness sessions for various groups. Mrs.Pushpa
Bai attended a Neuro Linguistic Programming
(NLP) conducted by Fr. Toby Joseph, S.J.

Childline organized 24 Open Houses to identify the
issues of children at the local level. 396 Railway
station visits and 396 Bus stations visits were also
carried out by Childline. It intervened in 2290 cases
of which 174 were child sexual abuse cases and 271

physical abuse cases. In order to reach the public,
mass awareness programmes were conducted during
Attukal Ponkala and Childline se Dosti programme.
A major programme called run for safe childhood
was initiated to reach a large public. 144 trainings
were organized in the year 2019-20 for 23 different
stake holders.

Childline led the wvarious activities of Swatch
Bharath Abhyian. Loyola Extension Services played
a major role in organizing 12 unique awareness
programmes on health, hygiene and environment
protection in tribal settlement, urban areas and
reached 1600 people directly. These are some of the
innovative initiatives of Childline nodal agency.

B Run forsafe childhood programme

B Notebook distribution and scholarship
distribution for tribal children in collaboration
with Sanchary

B Covid 19 relief awareness, kit distribution and
training on hand washing

B Talk on Big FM and All India Radio during
Childline se Dosti Week

B Online Awareness through a web series
-Adhyapakare Ithile

B Adopting two Panchayats namely Aruvikkara
and Anjengo and working towards Balasauhrida
panchayats.
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Big salute to
the great guru.....

When I was asked to prepare a memoire of Prof. TSN
Pillai sir, I was a bit perplexed not knowing how to
limit the thoughts to a few pages. A huge lot of
imageries came to my mind. To my surprise, all of
them were good memories we cherished together. I
believe that it is essential goodness that makes Pillai
siraunique mentor and a great guru by all means.

As ateacher, he inspired all his students. I never gota
chance to attend his sessions, but I am told by many
that his classes were exemplary because of his
conceptual clarity and convincing communication. I
was moved to listen to the testimonials of his
disciples during the alumni day interactions. He
influenced the lives of many of his students in a very
significant manner. [ am sure that he has a place in the
hearts of all his students.

very focused and precise.
8cd to explain things was hand-

ymteractions with him are more related to
discussions. It was during the time of my
Ph.D. work that [ approached him for some guidance.
He was so generous to give a critical review of the
thesis I prepared. He always made it a point to
present the drawback of the work in a very pleasant
manner. We never felt irritated or intimidated to
listen to his comments about the limitations of the
work. Whenever he gave criticism he always made
sure to offer possible solutions, making us
comfortable and confident to work. Later  made ita
point to discuss with him every research project I did
for many agencies. More than his inputs the level of
confidence he instilled, mattered the most to any
budding researchers.

As amentor, he was always humble. He respected the
person on the other side of the table irrespective of
age, qualification, or position. A senior veteran like
him had all the freedom to be dominating and
bossing, but he never chose such a style in his life.

As aretired professor, he was loyal to the institution.
Even after retirement from his official position at
Loyola, he had great dreams about the institution.
Whenever I met him he used to remind me about the
vision of Loyola and Social Work. He was a great
admirer of Loyola as he wanted to see his alma mater




attaining greater heights. He had a vision and
concrete plans for the same. He had the dream of
indigenising social work profession in India. He
wanted to publish some books on social work and
research based on his experiences. But he regretted
not being able to get his dreams materialised as he
had been fully engaged as a consultant to many
institutions even during his last days.

As an alumnus, he was grateful to Loyola. He always
made it a point to attend all major functions of the
alumni association and the college. He was one of the
regular faces we can see in all alumni day celebra-
tions.

As a family man, he was most caring. Whenever |
visited his house, I experienced his care and concern
for his life partner as she was in a stage of struggling
with health issues. Amidst his busy engagements, he
ensured that his spouse was well-taken care of.

Dear Pillai sir, We miss you in all these roles. As a
teacher, mentor, researcher, alumnus, and a good
human being ....I miss the evening discussions we
used to have at your home in Archana Nagar. Miss
the cheering face in the sit out of “SreeRenjini.” The
words he shared with me during our last interaction
still reverberate in my mind. While I was dropping
him back at his home after the alumni day
celebrations in January 2020, he said: “We will meet
next year.” [ am still struggling to realise that he will
not be there during the next alumni day celebrations.
BIG SALUTE dear Sir... the GREAT GURU....

Prakash Pillai R
HOD
Personnel Mangement Department
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UNION REPORT 2019 - 2020

The College Union for the academic year 2019-2020 was elected on 3rd Dec 2020. The elected

representatives were:
DESIGNATION NAME DEPARTMENT
Chairperson Jithin Rodrigues 1" MSW
Vice- Chairperson Ansu Jacob I* MA HRM
General Secretary Rahul A 1" MA HRM
University Union Councillor Arjun 1" MA Sociology
Planning Forum Secretary Merin Sunny 1" MA HRM
Magazine Editor Kesiyamol Mathew I* MSW
Arts Club Secretary Gokul P G 1" MA Sociology
Sports Club Secretary Harikrishnan R S " MA HRM
Women'’s Cell Secretary Meenu Mariyam Lal 1" MSW
Lady Representative Aswini Prasad 1" MSW
SC/ST Representative Aswathi Ponnachan " MSW
Social Work Representative Anandhu B L I* MSW
[ Year Representative Prince Jacob " MSW
I* YearRepresentative Aadhil K U I*MA Sociology

The stage is empty; the actor leaves the stage. It's
time to collect the stones and beads of the journey.

“The only impossible journey is the one you never
begin.” These are the great words of Tony Robins.

Our journey started behind time. We can’t change the
beginning, but we can decide the journey and the
destination. The members of the college union were
elected unanimously for the 2019 -20 academic year.

The Union inauguration was held on 21st November
2019 at 2:30pm in the Sutter Hall. The inauguration
was done by Fr. Sunny Kunnappallil S J, Rector and

Manager of Loyola Institutions. The formal function
was followed by a variety of cultural events.

The union has been functioning under the guidance
of principal Dr. Saji P. Jacob and staff advisor
Dr. Angelo Mathew.

We received the support and guidance of all the
faculty members and non-teaching staff of the
College, and the students for all our endeavours.

Thousands of students across India have taken to the
streets against a controversial law that offers
citizenship to non-Muslims from three neighbouring
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Thousands of students across India have taken to the
streets against a controversial law that offers
citizenship to non-Muslims from three neighbouring
countries. | believe it’s our duty to be part of the
national scenario. On Dec 16, the Union initiated
protest against citizenship amendment act, national
register of citizens, and police action on the students
of Jamia Millia University.

In a dividing national scenario it was very relevant to
proclaim the unity of our country to the world. We
believe that education without the mind-set of
proper thinking for a nation will not be a quality
education. We celebrated our republic day on 22nd
January 2020 in collaboration with LACE and NSS.

The Union orgaized the poster corner, a platform for
the students to translate their own ideas to the canvas
and it’s a creative way of expression of their views
through a poster. Inauguration of this poster corner
was done by Dr. Shaji Varkey, the dean of social
sciences, department of political science university
of Kerala. We also conducted a panel discussion on
citizenship and constitution. DR. Shaji Varkey and
Dr Sindhu Thulaseedharan were the panellists.

For ensuring students awareness on LACE, the
competitive exam corner of our college conducted a
Quiz competition about Indian constitution, national
identity and symbols

The Annual athletic meet was our own privilege as a
Loyolite. This premier institute is giving importance
not only to the people and their academic abilities

but it encourages the students to show their
competency in arts and sports also. Inauguration of
sports and games competitions was done by
Dr Angelo Mathew, faculty advisor of the Union and
also the leaders of four groups. These four groups
are formed to enhance the inter departmental
collaboration, leadership, and team spirit among
students. On February 15"the Annual athletic meet
was conducted.

Art is the imprint of soul and the artists are
transforming that soul to the world. Theatre, dance,
song, casting, choreography are part of this
transformation. And our “Sarga keli” the art festival
was also a dynamic transformation of soul to the
world. All the students of our college participated
in this event and their “team work made it a dream
work.”

“Each time a woman stands up for herself she stands
up for all the women.” As part of International
Women's Day, there was an interactive session
organized in collaboration with KSWDC, Women
Cell, and the College Union 2019-2020, on the 6" of
March 2020 at 9:30 am in the Sutter Hall. The chief
guest of the event, Adv. Jyothi Vijay Kumar, member
Kerala State Civil Service Academy, delivered the
keynote address on the theme 'Gender Issues &
Women Empowerment in India.’

The college Union 2019-2020 upheld the college
ideals and exhibited the team work.
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HRKUNA
MAGAGA

Hakuna-matata is a Swabhili language phrase from East

Africa, medning 'ne trouble" or 'no worries” In these
troubling times, when the whole world is struggling
physically, mentally/emotionally, finanacially/economically,
educationally and in a million other ways that cannot be
termed or categorised, this is something we can and should
tell one dnother once in every little while;
“hakuna-matata - don't worry, we are in this together,
and we'll swim  through  this  together”

But these pages dre not from or for coronda times alone;
the ink on the coming sheets contains the sfruggles and
victories over them from times far and wide
And this is also for d time when corond becomes d mere
memory.

Forever let this phrase resondte within our hearts and
let us keep repeating to one another, “Hakunda-matata”
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Your pain is the breaking of the shell that encloses your understanding.
It is the bitter potion by which the physician within you heals your sick self.

-Khalil Gibran, The Prophet
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Hurt, broken and shattered she stood,

Her mind raging like a thunderstorm on a sunny day.
As each fleeting moment passed,

she drowned herself in grief and pain.

Was her wish too much to ask for, she thought.

For all she wanted was a slow Kkiss,

A kiss from him, her prince charming.

Waited for a Christmas day, did she.

And came the Christmas day she waited for.
Standing near his favorite pub, her imagination flew.
With each moment, her heartbeat did elevate.

Will he give her the slow kiss she wanted?

A slow kiss for a fast growing desire.

As the clock ticked away merrily,

he came out, looking debonair.

Like skipping stones, she hopped out into the open,
Snow falling on her beautiful face.

What she saw froze her steps.

For holding his hands under the mistletoe,

was a lady as pretty as the snow.

Devastated she stood,

as the lady slowly stole her slow kiss.

The kiss she desired badly.

Snow still fell on her face,

but her tears mixed it all up.

Hurt, broken and fragmented she went back to the alley,

Her mind raging like a thunderstorm on a sunny day.

Rameez M Sydeek
First Year MSW
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Armed To The Teeth

Fought Together The Greatest Adversaries
As Brothers In Arms, We Said

“T Got Your Back “

Believed That I Could Count On You

Yet, In The End

You Put A Bullet In My Head

Standing At The Edge Of A Cliff
Embracing The End In A Jiff
Holding An Aeonian Tuff
Blaming Myself For Believing The Bluff
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Sushant’s last how is tough to watch,

hecause it’s his last....

Dil Bechara literally means ‘Helpless /heart’ which
implies an emotional attachment to the audience. A
kind of feeling is being attributed to the great actor
who is not with us anymore.

Mukesh Chhabra’s directorial debut, Dil Bechara is
based on the American Novel ‘The Fault in Our
Stars’ by John Green, which was made into a
Hollywood movie with the same title.

The story revolves around two cancer survivors who
meet in a support group at Jamshedpur. As they fall in
love, we find them struggling to cope with the burden
of emotions, with the realisation that their days on
earth are being counted and limited. The story begins
by introducing Kizie Basu (played by Sanjana
Sanghi) who suffers from thyroid cancer, which has
now affected her lungs requiring her to carry oxygen
support almost all time. She is an introvert. Sushant
Singh Rajput plays Immanual Rajkumar Junior
aka Manny, a rich kid in Jamshedpur who has lost

8 Loyola College of

one of his legs to osteosarcoma. He is a diehard fan of
Rajinikanth. The carefree character of Manny puts
Kizie at ease and they fall in love. The journey that
they take together as they help each other evolve and
embrace life’s imperfections is the driving force of
the narrative. Two people battling death start to
dream a new life, and the rest of the movie revolves
around it.

The movie shows the importance of relationships in
terms of family, love and friendship. Manny
(Sushant) helps his friend Jagdish Pandey to direct a
Bhojpuri film before losing his eyesight to cancer. IN
a later part, Manny fulfils the dream of Kizie’s long
standing wish of meeting her favourite musician,
Abhimanyu Veer (Saif Ali Khan-cameo). Then the
movie moves into tragic twists and turns.

The highlight of the movie is the performance of the
actors. Sanjana Sanghi who makes her debut in a
leading role has given an excellent and confident
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performance. The supporting actors too have contributed immensely; Kizie’s
parents (Saswata Chatterjee and Swastika Mukherjee) are just superb, and Saif
AliKhan in a cameo role has also done his part well. The trademark A. R. Rahman
soundtrack and songs are fantastic as usual. The nine songs in the movie are just
mind blowing. The chemistry between the protagonists is refreshing to watch.
Mukesh Chhabara has done a good job on his debut venture.

The backbone of the movie is Sushant; his performance is just awesome.
Throughout the movie he gives a stellar performance which is intense and
sensitive; it is with a heavy heart that one can watch his performance. With this,
the fine actor adds to his legacy of commendable work in a short span of time.
That he ‘is no more’is a sad reality.

The acceptance of this movie to every kind of audience is a question mark; but §
everyone will be emotional to the great actor’s memory.

My verdict: Dil Bechara is an intense emotional love story and Sushant’s career
best performance. We can watch this movie only with emotion and it brings out
our love for the great actor.

We really miss you Sushant.

THE
MORTADb GOIDb

. Rasmy Kiran

Research Scholar
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You are new in this world

When the womb rejects you...

Until then you confided your life in the womb:

You grew up under the shade of your Mom’n’Dad
Suddenly you realize you are an alien to them...

Until then you trusted your Mom as your second self:
Later you got the love of your life

Only to realize that love is always conditional

Until then you thought you conquered the stars:

Now left, is to live for your kids

You invest your life, time, attention and drain your nerves
Until you realise that you are just a faded

memory in their hearts.
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od gave all men all earth to love, But since our

hearts are small, Ordained for each one spot

should prove, Beloved over all goes the
lines of Rudyard Kipling in his famous ‘Sussex’ who
speaks about the beauty of that small spot in the world
which is nothing but a nation. In the modern world, nation
in itself has become a unity. There are certain factors of
geographical and cultural bindings and aspirations that
work together to make a nation. They are actually beyond
human imagination and definition. They can only be
realised and can be felt emotionally. It is this noble
sentiment that brought India and welded her together as a
nation. India the land of many principalities and
languages, of many faith systems and practices under the
British tutelage nurtured ambitiously a dream of coming
together and becoming one irrespective of all differences
and aspects that truncated our identity. This dream of
‘One Nation’ was in the beginning itself shattered by the
religion based division of'this country into two — India and

pa Femi Ann Mathew
Second Year MA Sociology

Pakistan, the very separation of blood brother from
another blood brother in the words of Mahatma. We
embarked on a noble idea of creating a nation which is
democratic in letter and spirit and secular to its full
credentials. We dreamt of a place where irrespective of'its
multilingual, multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-
political nature all men and women of India lived freely
and always inhaled and exhaled the air of liberty and
freedom coupled with growth in the domains of science,
technology and education. India remained committed to
this noble ideal despite efforts to divide it and to weaken

its democratic and secular credentials.

The same ‘Nationalism’ which welded us together also
has an equal potential to divide us. There are moments
when it is ideated and equated with chauvinism and
parochialism. It can be self- destructive if it doesn’t pave
way and grow into Internationalism. In the Indian context
this seem to be very true as in the long run ‘nationalism’
started taking a wrong turn which started acquiring deeper
and inward looking manifestations. The gradual and
systematic expansion of the right wing in the country and
their propaganda which overemphasized the idea of India
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juxtaposed against all other identities started creating a
new discourse in the nation which seriously undermined
the democratic and secular discourse enshrined in our
Constitution and is highlighted by our founding fathers
who all were the living and moving spirits behind such a
grand document. A new version of nationalism got
propagated which was highly exclusive and was
unwilling to accept the doctrine of inclusion in letter or
spirit. It brought into practice a hardline political and
social agenda that gave the clarion call ‘India for Indians’.
The notion of who is an Indian or what constitutes
Indianness was highly distorted and lopsided and
whoever who does not qualify to belong to this criterion
came to be labelled as an outsider and as threats to this
nation. The term ‘anti — national” got applied to all those
men and women who even constructively criticized this
pseudo representation of national identity and
nationhood.

th

By the time we completed the 7" decade of Independence
the idea of India got inverted and the concept of
nationhood got misrepresented like anything. This
misogynist misrepresentation was given sanctification
and justification through textbooks, seminars and science
and social science congresses and forums. Very slowly
our nationalist discourse became malign and venomous
and highly exclusionist in its precept and practice. The

recent developments revolving around Citizenship
testifies to this fact. Most unfortunately the idea of India
got distorted and this distortion has become the order of
the day. We live at this crucial juncture and we feel
overwhelmingly sad and disheartened to witness these
developments that take our motherland in the wrong
direction. Future remains bleak and unoptimistic unless
the real force and strength of the Constitution of India is
unleashed through its people especially its youth who can
play a pivotal role in reversing this phenomenon. A weak
and incompetent opposition and a faceless and spineless
media cannot ever tackle this problem.

The greatest drawback of Indian democracy is illiteracy
and poverty of the masses. This coupled with casteism
and narrow sentimentalism dilutes the public opinion .At
the same time our electorate is highly sensitive and
politically conscious. This paradox often riddles its
functioning and its maturing into a perfect harmonising
democracy. The robustness and vitality of an informed
electorate who are conscious of their opinion and duty can
only challenge this ever increasing weakening of Indian
democracy and can bring it back to its wheels of
functioning. If not, I feel we are heading towards a dark
epoch which is nothing but the murder of democracy and
an epitaph of Indian Nationalism and Secularism.

THE SONG YOU GREW

HEARING HAS STOPPED

P Serina A. Salam
Second Year MAHRM
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You have been nurtured by the heart
Always beating to see you grow.
But when it stopped
You didn't know the melody that loved you has stopped

Because you were grown by then
Those black balls always were a mirror for you.
It shines when your face is happy
But when the balls no longer reflected
You didn't know
Because you were grown up by then.
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Smile you are everything to me
But we are miles apart

We love to stay together joining hands

But God knows better.

It will never happen you and me our

Friendship is not meant to be

Only left happiness that brings us

Somewhat close is the memories that we had
When I think about the good old days we spent
Dear smile you just come at an \
Arms distance then too not onmy \
Face close tears would overtake you
Now you are moving away fromme
And now I’'m accepting the factthat God- Fate.
We will never be together evenif we are bound by heart
Many are helping me to reachiout to you but, I’ am afraid

Whenever we meet tears are the result and I don’t have any tears left.
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"r’ g . A Dr. Angelo Mathew \
0 College Union Advisor

Dreadful days... Faceless encounters, uneasiness of touch..

I felt my own hands may push me to nothing,

As if I never knew that life is such a bubble...while rubbing with soap!
To get rid of the invisible, potentially penetrating organism
Indiscriminately into everybody any moment.

It spreads, suffocates and irresistibly spoiling hope...

Adding lifelessness into beliefs, faith, experiences........

Blurred view ..... Just like while sipping a hot cup of coffee wearing spectacle
It is dry everywhere...Dust accumulates around the globe

Stalking our packed communities and the thoroughfares off vagaries!
Administration of curbs to sit within the four walls to find meaning?

Butt of jokes and mockery indicative of greater infectious diffusion!

For thousands, claps and strumming of vessels!

As it reaches ten times lighting up from balconies!

Crossed hundred thousand showering of flower petals!

Heaps of cereals, grains and pulses in stack gave some pride initially,
Afore the neighbours showed their faces of agony..

Seeing demises of workers walking long miles of hunger...

Of those with thorns, epitomes of fugitive flesh and bones once, full of life!
Politicians, professionals, peasants, of mansions and huts ...

Infants, youth and elderly alike!

Nature makes more seeds and weeds to sprout and grow now
Populaces with more than two legs have stay in the mainland.
Contaminated carriers parked by the side to generate fresh air
Locusts entered farming lands and stalking the garners,

Amidst the joblessness and tremor, menial living becomes possible.
Looking forward for that new day of virtuous life...

Knowing I and you and they are one.
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SOCIAL DIMENSION

OF COVID-19 AND
LOYOLA'S INTERVENTIONS

Aadhil K.U.
First Year MA Sociology

£
A Grace M. Leghu

\ Second Year MSW /

The current global pandemic CoronaVirus disease (Covid-
19) outbreak has posed a very serious challenge to the entire
world, including India. Whole India has borne the brunt of
the problem to varying degrees. The entire world got
shattered and shocked at the extent of the disaster. The
absence of remedy in the form of vaccine or drug has a great
impact on the uneasiness of the world, especially because
the extent of suffering is expected to touch surprisingly high
levels though the exact damage will depend on severity,
intensity and the duration of the pandemic.

Some countries are being appreciated for handling the
situation better than any other countries. There can be a
number of factors that have played a significant role in
better management or governance of the crisis situation.
New Zealand is one among them being declared as Covid-
19 free. Different governments adopt different methods to
cope with the pandemic regarding medical services to the
infected people, enforcement of medical advice, ensuring
social distancing, sensitizing people about the problem and
personal health. Theus, Covid-19 as a pandemic has several
social dimensions apart from the medical viewpoint. The
virus outbreak has made a lot of changes in Indian society
which can be analyzed from different perspectives.

The pandemic has reshaped our personal relationships in
unprecedented ways, foraing us to live closer together with




some people and further apart from others. Life in
lockdown has necessitated close, constant contact
with our family and partners, but social distancing
measures have isolated us from our friends and wider
communities. Social institutions have undergone a
great change in this pandemic situation and it is
relevantto analyze such changes.

Marriage is one among them. Since time
immemorial marriage has been the greatest and most
important of all institutions in human society.
Marriages in India are between two families, rather
than two individuals, and are bound by traditional
and customary laws. Traditionally marriage was
practised in simple ritualistic forms. Social
reformers like Sree Narayanaguru emphasized
simple forms of marriage which were sacred in
nature. In modern Indian society marriage has
become a commercialized entity, the trend being
luxury and extravagance. Marriage has become a
platform to display one’s status to the public. Huge
amount of money is spent for conducting marriage.

India’s richest man Mukesh Ambani has spent over
$100 million (700 crore) on his daughter’s wedding.
Dowry determines the status of the family, which is
the sad reality of our society. Covid-19 pandemic and
lockdown restrictions have adversely affected the
marriage system. This can be analyzed in two
aspects. The first dimension is that the attitude of the
people has changed. People are going back to simple
functions, forced by government restrictions on the
number of invitees. Still there are people who
postponed the functions for the situation to get
stabilized. The second dimension is related to the
lives of workers. There are large numbers of people
who are associated with the ceremony such as event
managements, catering services, decoration works.
They earn their livelihood through marriage
functions. When marriage gets confined to a simple
function, the lives of these people are adversely
affected.

Religion is another social institution which has been
adversely affected by the current situation. India is a
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land of rich and varied culture which is characterized
by the principle of Unity in Diversity, having almost
all major religions of the world. All the religious
institutions were closed due to the pandemic.
Religious celebrations get restricted to one’s own
living space. This resulted in the transformation to a
home-centred society. Similar to the current
marriage situation, people realized that they can be
believers and devotees in a home-centred space.

Loyola College as a Jesuit
Institution- an agent for
change

The Society of Jesus, a
Christian religious order
founded by Saint Ignatius of
Loyolain 1540, has been active
in the field of education
throughout the world since its
origin. The prime objective is
to promote the holistic
development of the person so
as to be fully human, and truly
modern. It also insists on
individual care and concern for
each person. Loyola College of
Social Sciences, known as a
college with a difference, was
established at the Thiruvanan-
thapuram by the Jesuits.

Loyolaupheld its legacy in the time of the pandemic,
and opened its avenues to the people and intervened
for a change. When the government of India arranged
special Shramik trains to transport stranded
migrants back to their home states, around 300
migrants reported at Sreekaryam police station.
Sutter hall (the college auditorium renowned for its

Larry Baker model) was opened to them to take rest.
Loyola considered it as a responsibility to serve the
society and was eager to welcome the guests within
its limitations. This initiative was a great relief for the
workers to wait comfortably to board their bus on
that rainy day. Loyola also opened its campus for
health departments. From July 17 onwards Loyola
was made available as institutional quarantine centre
for the health workers. Loyola Extension Services,
men’s hostel and ladies' hostel were allotted for this

purpose. Students, who were spread in different
districts around the state, came forward and vacated
their rooms for a good cause. The institution upheld
its legacy and worked for the people to help cope
with the pandemic.

Loyola along with these social services, also
maintained its own academic stature. The campus
became an exam centre for students from other
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colleges. Kerala University conducted the semester exams during the crisis situation and many students got
the opportunity of adopting Loyola as the exam centre. Currently Loyola is in search of vulnerable and
marginalized students who cannot afford online classes, which has become a routine aspect of the education
system. Although the pandemic has brought great challenges and hardships to the education system around
the world, Loyola has not backed down. With the initiation of Moodle, an online teaching and learning
platform, Loyola continues to facilitate the process of education with personalized learning environments and
online learning. The student support programme for academic and personal development have also been
running with great enthusiasm.

When the entire world is confined to their own homes due to situational
demands, the students of Loyola have considered it as an exceptional
opportunity to grow and help others grow. Many have taken this time as
an opportunity to attend

certain webinars and online

courses, while some

Loyolites took on new

hobbies and embraced their

artistic skills. With Loyola

giving great importance to

social commitment and h
giving back to society, the

students have also upheld 3
social involvement even in
these unprecedented times.
More than 50 students of Loyola engaged in various governmental
and non- governmental programmes in different districts of
Kerala to support and help people who are troubled due to the
pandemic. Our students engaged in volunteer work in various
agencies such as old age homes, psychiatric rehabilitation centres,
de-addiction centres, palliative care and other social service
organizations. A few of our students worked directly with the
government response initiatives such ‘Udayam project’, inter
agency groups, DISHA helpline, community kitchens and so on.
Other students took personal initiative to organize activities such
as tele-counselling, accompanying ASHA workers, distributing
food packets and sanitizers, creating awareness to people through
social media. The volunteering experiences and insights have
helped our students gain a sense of purpose and have been life
changing. Aparna, a student who has engaged with the DISHA
helpline for three months remarks ‘DISHA never stops ringing
and I feel blessed to be a part and contribute my best.” Loyola, even
in these appalling times continues to foster excellence in thinking,
commitment and engagement for holistic transformation. We,
Loyolites continue to uphold the wise words of St. Ignatius of
Loyolathat “Love is shown more in deeds than in word.”
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Is it because they are alive no more?
Or do the smiles leak out bit by bit
till they are no more?

I thought,
Smile was what life was made of;

then I found the missing piece.

Love orphaned,

Standing on the street all alone,

told me they had just walked by.

The girl and Mom,

Just out from the counsellor.

The car seat had ample space between them.
Just a glance

And love would’ve jumped in,

Smiling at both till they got infected.

Love smiled at me.

I sent him after the boy in tackwondo suit
Who had trouble solving his maths homework.
No worries,

I found love’s twin at the next intersection. =

Beware! Twins are never the same .-

\\

Maria Teres Sebastian

£

Second Year MSW
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Sitaram
Yechury

speaks...

Sri. Sitaram Yechury -the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Polithburo

Communist Party of India (Marxist)- during his brief visit to the campus to deliver the

Jubilee Memorial lecture, found time to sit down and have a chat with the students,

voicing his concerns on the present and future of Indian politics, the dynamics behind

his party’s ups and downs and the need for youth to more actively involve 1n politics.

Excerpts from the conversation...

Q. How do you view the current uprisings in the
different parts of the country against the CAA,
NRC and NPR?

... Basically I view it as a country-wide civil dis-
obedience movement and it has got no single
leader. People have spontaneously come out in
defense of India’s constitution which I think 1s
very refreshing. So I think this 1s a people’s
movement and this is not confined to any one
particular religious section or any particular po-
litical party:.

Q. Do vou think that the communist movement
is facing an identity crisis in India?

... I don’t think it is an identity crisis, but we are
definitely facing a crisis of lack of expiration.

You know 75% of Indians are below the age of

40, but 75% ol CPIM members are above the age
of 60. These are areas that need to change so that

we can have the youth potential. We have stu-
dent federations, but they should increasingly
be encouraged to come into the party’s leader-
ship.

Q. The Communist Party of India stands for the
working class. The definition of the working
class has broadened over the years. How has this
change been perceived by the party?

.. The character of the working class today might
not be what it was 50 years ago, but the essential
principle of exploitation remains the same. The
composition changes, though the fundamental re-
ality of the working class doesn’t change. When a
working person sells or produces a commodity
for which the wage that the person gets is always
less than the contribution he makes or the value
of the products that he produced, then he is being
exploited. As long as the principle remains, the
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form of the worker doesn’t matter. The argument is,
earlier there used to be manual labour, and now
there is intellectual labour (some people call it
‘mental labour”. but I don’t like the term). Earlier
you used to work on the machines now you work on
the computer. But whatever you do, what matters is
what you contribute. There is a value for the prod-
uct that you produce; a value that is always more
than what you get as wage. So that 1s the exploita-

tion which we want to address.

Q. AAP with only a political propaganda of “cor-
ruption free nation” secured the top position in the
capital city. Why 1s the Left Front with a concrete
political ideology not able to democratically influ-
ence the Indian electorate?

You see that AAP won and the left couldn’t win, but
you cannot simply jump to assumptions and think
they are correct. AAP didn’t win only because of

that slogan; AAP won because of various factors.

AAP’s candidates had themselves worked long for

“Indian Democracy is
threatened with money power.
This is high time for youth to

take active roles in

Indian Politics.”

parties, there is also caste consideration, and
there are also various other factors that have gone
into it. What was being seen in the polarisation
that the BJP took was something the people re-
jected. If you reject the politics of polarisation,
the alternative was AAP. As far as the Left is con-
cerned, despite our policies, politics or leaders,
many appraise we are not able to win the election,
because of a variety of other factors that we are
unable to bring. Money power, you know. In
many places our candidates move on cycles. In
today’s campaign of development, what does that
mean? So the question of increasing money
power influencing Indian politics, which I think
is a very dangerous threat. is one of the reasons
for the left’s fall. It is anti-democratic actually.
Lot of people moved into AAP from congress etc.
and there is a lot of funding that came to AAP
from NRIs. But anyway money is not the main
reason for AAP rather it was their performance

that lasts.

Q. As we can see from the current JNU,
ALIGARH issues, until their identity is ques-
tioned, students won’t even raise their voice or
join together against any national emergencies or
any national socio-political issues. 1 think this

shows that the Indian youth is taking a neutral



political stand. As a long mun politician in the
Indian politics, what do you think 1s the proactive
political stand that our vouth should 1ake?

. [very person belonging to any community
in the nation must react as an Indian. That 15 what
oy positien 13, Bul at the same Ume we also un-
derstand there arc problems whercin one scction
of the society 15 demed their ability to react as an
Indian. Now think ol a majority communily arca,
it’s difficult for Muslim couples to find houscs on
rent there. They have to go to areas where their
Muslim brothers resides. This is religious ghet-
toization, ‘This is what iz happening where voun
confine people to some place or 1 terms of reli-
eion. Itis the samc with Dalits also. Why is it that

in every township in India, like von have an

Ambedkar Nagar. . why? That’s the place where the
Dalits live together, And we go there and argne with
thern; why are you viluntanly solaimg vourselves
[romn the mainsiream? They have no other option.
And then they say something which is very fright-
ening, you know hoth Muslims and Dalus say. ©I0
we are allacked there, who will come 10 save us?
l.et’s sav | am the only one Dalit family in the clus-
Ler ol twenly Tamilies, who will come o save and 1o
be onn my side? '] stay in Ambeadkar Nagar every-
body else will come and support me, In such a situa-
Lo Lo expect them o react as Indian f[Arst and
Muslim later, it will be dillicull for them, because

the psychological makeup is such.

c c PATRIOTISM CAN'T BE
OUR FINAL

SPIRITUAL SHELTER.

I WILL NOT BUY GLASS

FOR THE PRICE OF DIAMONDS

~ T wiILL
NEVER ALLOW
< PATRIOTISM TO
TRIUMPH OVER

HUMANITY

AS LONG AS [ LIVE.

d
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Hey! Look!Yes you!

The beauty that forgot to shine..!
Tell me;

How long will you keep quiet?
How long will you punish yourself
For that pseudo accusation

While the accused roam around
And grope for another innocent?
You lie there and cry your heart out
Calling yourself a sinner

You aren’t! Believe me my dear!

It wasn’t your sin!

Excruciating pain those days!
Though you knew something’s wrong;
You didn’t know what’s wrong!
Nobody warned you of the devils
Inside the four walled structure called home!
You were silenced

In the name of dignity and culture
By threats and chocolates.

The devil is just around

You stay numb coz he/she is your kith and kin

But what do you fear today?
Then you didn’t know;
Now you know
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So do yourself a favour;

Next time he/she gropes,

Before you cut your vein;

Slap off that devil’s bloody face,

Shout out till the whole street is awake
And make that pedophile caughtred handed.
You needn’t fear

You are not alone

There are hundreds out there

Maybe thousands;

Silenced by chocolates and threats!

Get up from the pool of remorse

Wash yourself clean

With that sinner’s blood

Forgive yourself

For the sin that was never yours.

Next time you see your successor;

Tell him/her to be strong,

Make them believe that it ain’t their fault
And that they aren’t alone

There are thousands out there

Maybe more;

Silenced by threats and chocolates

Let’s raise our voice

And let those pedophiles know

Playing with innocence isn’t fun anymore..!
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e are living in a kind of society where we

are often forced to ask ourselves this

question. Is there a correct way to answer
this? Is there an easy way to answer this? How long
will we have to answer this? Well, the answer to this
question will vary depending on whom
the finger is being pointed at and
who is pointing that finger.
The frequency at which
this question is sur-
faced is, to some
extent, based on the
fact that some of
us don’t realize
the difference
between sex
and gender.
This distinction
is as vivid as the
one existing
between disci-
plines of natural
sciences and
social sciences.

The sex of an individ-
ual is what the biological
characteristics point at,
while gender is how an individ-
ual wishes to be identified. Gender of a

person is beyond the biological characteristics. It is
intrinsic as it’s based on how an individual feels from
within and hence, personal in nature. The identifica-
tion of the sex of an individual takes place immedi-
ately at the time of birth while identifying one’s
gender takes time; it’s more like a process where the
individual tries to find who he/she is. One cannot be
understood without the other. Both gender and sex

can only be relatively understood with respect to
each other. The gender identity of a person is a
reflection of self and also it plays a major role in
determining the sexuality or sexual orientation of an
individual.

Living in any society is a cakewalk if we
come under the society’s version of
“normal.” But if we fall beyond
the normalized boundaries set
by the society, then the
problem arises. In case of
gender and gender
identity there exists
society’s version of
normal, natural or
accepted which in
turn is time and space
bound. Trying to
answer the question
under focus becomes
easier, if a person falls
under the normal
category within the
society at the same time
the frequency at which the
question is asked is less; but,
on the other hand, if we fall
outside the normal or accepted
understanding of the society, then
answering the same question becomes a relent-
lessly painful and a recurring task. Thus, the ease of
answering the question depends on whether an
individual lies within or beyond the threshold of
society’s version of normal.

In a society where the accepted or the normal gender
identity mirrors the sex of an individual (i.e.
cisgender) then answering the “who are you” ques-
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tion becomes easier to any individual who resonates
with the same; on the other hand, if an individual
does not resonate with the same, then answering the
very same question feels like a battle, which has to be
fought just so his/her voice could be heard. In the
context of India, that is what the transgender commu-
nities went through and are still going through. Their
loud voices were finally heard when the Supreme
Court passed the 2014 judgment, recognizing them
as the “third gender” realizing the fundamental rights
they were denied of and the discrimination faced by
them over time. In the light of the same, the
Transgender Protection Act, 2019 was passed in
order to make sure that these voices never go
unheard. This Act provisions an individual in the
transgender community to get a gender identity
certificate, provided the proof of the sex reassign-
ment surgery is produced in front of the District
Magistrate. In simple words an individual will not be
allowed to be identified as a transgender until he/she
goes through a coercive sex reassignment surgery
and becomes one among the normal sexes. This
reality shows that although their voices were heard, it
was comprehended in a way it was acceptable to the
one perceiving it.

Coming to the concern of how long the question will
have to be answered, well, until “they” like what
“they” hear. To an individual who clings to his own
understanding of self has a tough road ahead, given
the present political climate in India. The discourse
India is on at present, leaves no room for disagree-
ment let alone the liberty to define oneself and
exercise it freely? The democracy in India is itself
under attack as the laws are implemented surpassing
the very core values of democracy itself. Thus, an
individual who identifies himself/herself beyond the
thinning framework of those who are running our
nation will be put on stand. They will be forced to
answer recurring questions repeatedly unless the
correct way to answer these questions will be
learned. And the correct way to answer is what
“they” want to hear i.e. how one’s understanding of
self must mirror the popular understanding.

What does the self of an individual comprise of? The
answer to this question cannot be confined or
reduced to a few words. For an individual, to reach an
understanding of self'is a journey in itself. The end of
this journey is marked with a self-identified version

of self. When this journey begins and ends is com-
pletely up-to an individual. The gender identity of an
individual is as important as his/her sex. The “who
am [” question if asked within the framework of sex
or gender then the self is more reflected in the gender
of a person. This does not mean the sex of an individ-
ual does not play a part in it. The significance that
gender carries comes into light when it is understood
in contrast with the biological sex. But the “self “of
an individual is a reality that is stretched among
many dimensions, where gender is only a part of it.
As per Mead, a very prominent American Sociolo-
gist, the self of an individual comprises “I” and
“ME”; where ME is the social self and I is the
response to ME. In other words the “I” is the
response of an individual to the attitudes of others,
while the “me” is the organized set of attitudes of
others which an individual assumes. The concept of
self as per Mead is an emerging process, where the
understanding of self is reached slowly stage by
stage. On the other hand, Goffman, a Canadian-
American sociologist, compared every individual to
an actor on stage. As an actor there are two dimen-
sions to an individual i.e. the acting self and the
rehearsing self. An individual rehearses the impres-
sion management in order to present himself/herself
in front of others. In the eyes of Goffman, an individ-
ual lives out a script in order to manage and regulate
the impression of others.

The definition of self is a laborious task in itself.
Those people who do not wish to be confined under
any label, well, to them this definition of self can
never be completed. However, the answer to any
question is possible if the liberty to express oneself
exists along with freedom to disagree with the
popular understanding. This very liberty to express
and exercise self and providing a room for disagree-
ment, must be present in our education system. But
the fact of the matter is, instead of promoting free
expression we are taught to join the flow of popular
understanding. This can be seen very prominently in
the state of Kerala in the form of moral policing. The
teachers and institution heads play a major role in the
same, even social science institutions are no excep-
tion. The gap that lies between what is taught and
what is practiced is huge. This gap has to be eradi-
cated, and all the educational institutions must
function to regain the soul of the education itself.
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There is something about the sight of a leafless tree
that communicates a deep sense of courage and
resilience. In the midst of so much green and yellow
and red, the greyish brown frame of this loner
sometimes becomes a mighty statement. Against the
bluish vastness of the sky beyond, the skimpy
skeleton of those branches proclaim so much of
beauty.

It was in O. Henry’s The Last Leaf (the very first
English short story that I happened to come across in
childhood) that I first received a glimpse of this
beauty. I remember picturising that last one painted
leaf clinging on to the branch, and giving life to a lost
hope. Looking back, I can recall a fascination with
drawing leafless tress in my early teenage years.
Falling leaves have always been a hearty scene I've
lost myself in, once even taking up close to 15
minutes of my university exam.

But what really is it that draws me to that naked
structure so strongly?

The nakedness itself is one striking feature; a bold
statement that you have nothing to hide from anyone.
Sans the protection of the foliage, you reveal to the
world, all your ridges, bumps, curves, wounds...
without fear of judgment or ridicule. There is an open
challenge to the wind and rain to try attacking; a firm

nd eﬁuty ,hat doesn tseek
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Then there is the beauty of letting go. Those bare
branches are testimony to a pure love that doesn’t
insist on the leaves to hold on and stay back. It takes
so much courage to let go of those, who sprouted out
of those very same branches, without complaints or
regrets. If only one watches long enough, the
goodbye in itself is a sight to behold. Some leave
abruptly, some stay on for adieu, some are too
reluctant to leave that they stay on as long as they
can. But you let them all go with the same love and
patience, no difference between the ones that loved
less and more; making sure that each leaf has a
smooth journey down along those intertwining
branches.

And then, there is the potential of a lovely surprise
you hold within. This ghost of a tree, seemingly dry
and impotent, after the first tiny showers, put forth
little green buds that cover those thirsty branches too
quickly. Those companions whom you let go, to
conserve the spring of life within you, left a part of

w‘thém Within your soul, to let you enjoy another
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‘PROBATION IS A MODERN
METHOD OF IMPRISONMENT’

ROY DAVID

£

‘All criminals should be tl eated as patlen! andstheyjails should be.hospitals admitting this class of
patients for treatment and curesNoone wmmlts u*lmelfor the ﬁm of it. It is a sign of a diseased

mind. The causes of particular: dlsease should bein vestigated and removed”’

— Gandhiji.

“If you are going to punish'a man'retributively, you must injure him. If you are to reform him, you
mustimprove him. And men arenotimproved byinjuries’ - George Bernad Shaw.

Correctional settings are one of the major areas of
professional social work to ensure professional
assistance to correct behaviour of individuals. We
have both institutional and non institutional based
treatment methods. Jail/Prison is an institutional
based correctional centre; probation is a non
institutional correctional method. The word
probation is derived from the Latin word ‘Probare’ or
‘Probatum’ which means “the Act of Proving /
Testing.”

Probation is an alternative to imprisonment which
allows a convicted defendant to go free with a
suspended sentence for a specified duration on
executing a bond with or without sureties for
maintaining good behaviour and keeping peace. In
other words probation is a temporary cessation of
sentence to allow the convicted prisoners to live with
his/her family and make them a good human being
by awarding supervision and proper intervention of
the Probation officer. Except for serious offences like
Rape, Murder, UAP/Anti-Social Activities, Narcotic
Drugs & Psychotropic Substance Act, Imprisonment
for Life, Imprisonment for Death etc, all other cases
have to be considered for probation. While
considering cases for probation, the court will verify
the situation, reason and intention of the crime, and
the character and antecedents of the offender.

The ultimate aim of probation is to ensure re-
socialisation, reintegration and reformation of the

offenders. Correctional centres are providing
institution based treatment to the offenders and the
convicted prisoners. Routine is the key tool to ensure
the reformation of the convicted prisoners. But in the
Probation System the reformation takes place in the
society, by the supervision and active intervention of
probation officers.

Probation is a universally accepted, effectively tried,
widely practiced non-institutional method used by
Judiciary at their discretion to treat and rehabilitate a
variety of offenders, especially young offenders,
without sending them to prison. Probation has been
considered an integral part of the contemporary
punishment system since 1841 (U.S.A). The first
probation law was passed in Massachusetts in1878.
In India probation was legalized in 1898 by
introducing it in Cr. PC (S.562) which was
subsequently modified in 1923. In 1930 Gol
introduced an all India Probation Bill and circulated
it to all Provincial Governments. In 1936 Madras
State passed the first Madras Probation of offenders
Act 1936. In 1952 Dr. W.C. Reckless recommended
probation as the most satisfying and economical
alternative to imprisonment. The Probation of
Offenders Act, 1958 was enacted at the insistence of
All India Jail Manual Committee (1957). The entire
Probation system is working in India based on the
Probation of Offenders Act 1958 which was enacted
by Parliament in the ninth year of the Republic of
India. It came to effect on 16th May 1958.




Probation has been found advantageous in many
ways; it helps in preventing congestions in prisons,
stalling the mixing up of hardened criminals and
young, petty and first time offenders, providing
opportunity for reform to all kinds of offenders,
getting immediate contribution to the total national
income from the offender through his purposeful
work in socially approved pursuits suited to his age,
preventing further offences from happening and
most importantly from a social work perspective, to
avoid the social stigma attached to conviction,
avoiding disqualification for education and
employment.
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Recent studies show that among Indian State, Kerala
is giving more importance to the probation system by
the implementation of NERVAZHI project which
modernised and strengthened the entire probation
system. At present more than 200 offenders are under
the supervision of probation officers in the state. The
mission of the NERVAZHI Project is to reduce
recidivism and build crime free society; the
financially backward probationers who have
successfully completed their supervision period will
get financial aid for self-employment. This is more
relevant as considering the fact that youngsters
constitute a large percentage of inmates in all prisons
within the state.
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CONVENTI.N CENTRE

NH 66, Uetturoad Kazhakuttam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala-695582
Phone(Office): 04712412361, 9446242361 Phone(MD): 9846084036, 9562762391
Email: ragamrasheed@gmail.com | Website:www.ragamconventioncentre.com

RAGAM AUDITORIUM IS RENOVATED AND TRANSFORMED INTO
RAGAM CONVENTION CENTRE WITH WORLD CLASS FACILITIES AND ELEGANT STYLE

NIES & OIFER EVENTS

FEATURES
= Well lighted, CENTRALLY Air-Conditioned and Column
Free Hall with a holding Capacity of 2000 delegates

= Air conditioned Banquet hall with a capacity of 600 delegates
= Balcony around three sides of the central hall

= Well-amanged parking for two wheelers, cars, buses

« State of the art audio visual system with Dolby system

* Breakout rooms

= Spacious Lounge area

* Two Green rooms

* Spacious stairs and ramp

* Modern Kitchen facilities

= Hygienic and modemn wash rooms



A world class facility equipp.ing»s "n
with modern technologies such as

POWERED BY USTGlobal
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